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Third Large Upside Storage Power Plant with SMA Battery Inverters Commences Operation  

 

Niestetal, November 1, 2019 – Traffic lights out of action, no telephone network, dark streets. Power 

outages bring public life to a standstill at a stroke. In early October, Germany experienced a sudden 

frequency drop in its utility grid. A large-scale power outage was prevented only by immediately 

providing operating reserve – with some of the power coming from the battery-storage power plants of 

the Upside Group in Bennewitz and Langenreichenbach in Saxony, Germany. There, powerful Sunny 

Central Storage battery inverters and the SMA Hybrid Controller from SMA Solar Technology AG (SMA) 

ensure optimum charging and discharging of the batteries. A third storage power plant producing 16 MW 

has now commenced operation in Groitzsch, Germany. 

 

“The Bennewitz, Langenreichenbach and Groitzsch battery storage systems provide operating reserve for frequency 

stabilization and help prevent large-scale power outages,” said Wiebke Krüger, Head of Project Management & 

Operations at SMA Sunbelt Energy GmbH. “All three storage power plants are equipped with Sunny Central Storage 

battery inverters and an SMA Hybrid Controller. Together, they hold 50 MW of power, which is available for 

stabilizing the utility grid. We are pleased to continue the joint success story with our partners at the Upside Group by 

completing further battery-storage system projects within a short time.” 

 

Battery-storage systems secure a reliable energy supply 

“All our battery-storage systems are in operation 24/7 and already provide support to the European grid frequency 

several hundred thousand times per year,” said Marc Reimer, General Manager of Upside Invest GmbH & Co. KG. “In 

view of the growing significance of e-mobility and the decision to rapidly phase out coal in particular, this task is 

becoming increasingly important and is now a prerequisite for a reliable energy supply.” 

 

Powerful Sunny Central Storage control the provision of electric current within seconds 

At the Groitzsch battery storage system, nine powerful Sunny Central Storage battery inverters and one SMA hybrid 

controller ensure that alternating current from the utility grid is converted into direct current that can be stored and then 

control its rapid provision. In addition, SMA is taking care of O&M services for the project on behalf of the Upside 

Group and – with more than 125 MWh of battery-storage power plants now under its management – is now one of 

the world’s leading O&M providers for battery-storage power plants.  

 

 



 

  

Storage power plants are ideal partners for a stable grid frequency 

The battery-storage power plant in Groitzsch holds 16 MW of power and is one of the largest storage power plants in 

Germany. It provides around-the-clock help with stabilizing the grid frequency, which should be a steady 50 Hz. 

However, due to volatility in generation and consumption, the frequency fluctuates and needs to be readjusted 

constantly. Battery-storage power plants are ideal for meeting this requirement. 

 

Find more information on the Sunny Central Storage battery inverters here.  

 

 

About SMA  

As a leading global specialist in photovoltaic system technology, the SMA Group is setting the standards today for the 

decentralized and renewable energy supply of tomorrow. SMA’s portfolio contains a wide range of efficient PV 

inverters, holistic system solutions for PV systems of all power classes, intelligent energy management systems and 

battery-storage solutions as well as complete solutions for PV diesel hybrid applications. Digital energy services as well 

as extensive services up to and including operation and maintenance services for PV power plants round off SMA’s 

range. SMA inverters with a total output of around 75 gigawatts have been installed in more than 190 countries 

worldwide. SMA’s multi-award-winning technology is protected by more than 1,400 patents and utility models. Since 

2008, the Group’s parent company, SMA Solar Technology AG, has been listed on the Prime Standard of the 

Frankfurt Stock Exchange (S92) and is listed in the SDAX index. 

 

About Upside 

The Upside Group develops, maintains and operates its own portfolio of PV power plants and large-scale battery-

storage systems for the provision of grid management services. In addition, the Upside Group consults companies 

worldwide on challenging issues in the energy industry.  
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Disclaimer: 

This press release serves only as information and does not constitute an offer or invitation to subscribe for, acquire, hold 

or sell any securities of SMA Solar Technology AG (the “Company”) or any present or future subsidiary of the 

Company (together with the Company, the “SMA Group”) nor should it form the basis of, or be relied upon in 

connection with, any contract to purchase or subscribe for any securities in the Company or any member of the SMA 

Group or commitment whatsoever. Securities may not be offered or sold in the United States of America absent 

registration or an exemption from registration under the U.S. Securities Act of 1933, as amended. 

 

This press release can contain future-oriented statements. Future-oriented statements are statements which do not 

describe facts of the past. They also include statements about our assumptions and expectations. These statements are 

based on plans, estimations and forecasts which the Managing Board of SMA Solar Technology AG (SMA or 

company) has available at this time. Future-oriented statements are therefore only valid on the day on which they are 

made. Future-oriented statements by nature contain risks and elements of uncertainty. Various known and unknown 

risks, uncertainties and other factors can lead to considerable differences between the actual results, the financial 

position, the development or the performance of the corporation and the estimates given here. These factors include 

those which SMA has discussed in published reports. These reports are available on the SMA website at 

www.SMA.de. The company accepts no obligation whatsoever to update these future-oriented statements or to adjust 

them to future events or developments. 

 

 

 

 

 


